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Berry Springs’ spirulina health
farm - Australian made

Photo. TAUU Australia Spivuling piant staff Gary Huang,

Director Bel Huang, Shorty Ainsworth and Christopher Blow.

A Spirulina plant in
Berry Springs, the only
spirulina-growing fa-
cility in Ausiralia, has
complained that im-
purted product is being
characterised as Aus-

i tralian-made.

Tauu Australia Di-
rector Bel Huang says
the company only sells
the health food to ex-
port markets, as im-

. ported spirulina is too
Aicitiizes
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cheap.

Mr Huang said the
price for spirulina is “ri-
diculously low™.

“Uur manufacturing
costs are higher than the
retadl price,” he said.

“Clur running costs

. are four to five times

that of (spirulina manu-
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The National Breast
Cancer Centre works
with women, health
professionals, cancer
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facturers in) China, Thai-
land or India.”

Mr Huang alleges that
imported dried spirulina
is only packed or
pressed into tablet form
in Australia, yet it is
claimed to be made in
Australia.

A spokesman for the
Australian Competition
and Consumer Council
{ACCC) confirmed that
the matter was being in-
vestigated.

The spokesman said
when misrepresentation
of the Australian origin
of a product was alleged,
there were two tests the
product would have to
satisfy.

Under section 53 of the
Trade Practices Act, at
least half the production
and manufacturing cost
of the product has te be
incurred in Australia,
and there has to be a
“substantial fransforma-
tion of materials” in
manufacture, the
spokesman said.

It is unclear whether
packing and packaging
of a product 15 consid-
ered a substantial trass-
{ormation, although the
spokesman acknowi-
edged the cost of pro-
duction would probably
mclude “bringing the
soods to o saleable
state”.

“It's a piece of legisia-

very broadly,” he con-
ceded.

However, the $5 muil-
lion Berry Springs plant
seems to be doing very
well with high-end mar-
kets overseas, with a
turnover estimated at
$1.5 million.

The operation pro-
duces 50 to 60 tennes of
the dried algae a year.

The automated plant,
which consists of 96
ponds growing the cul-
ture, filtration sinks and
a 52 million dehydration
tower, is the company’s
own design.

Integral to this was an
innovative method to
gently agitate the culture
using pumps. Agitation
is necessary for the sur-
vival of Spirulina, which
only thrives in salty, al-
kaline conditions - if the
water is too still, the or-
ganism rises to the sur-
tace of the water and is
killed by an overdose of
sunlight.

The design, which re-
ceived an Australian pat-
ent, was fecessary tor
the Jocation.

Slr Fluang savs it took
twu vears berore the
Varivus approvals were
given — the plant has the
only cence to import
ive spirulinu culture in
Australia, and the start-
up culture itselt spent a
year I quarantine.

years to fine-tune pro-
duction before the piant
produced its first
Spirulina for market in
2001. Production has
quadrupled since then,
although not without
hiccups.

The current state of
the Australian dollar is
good for importers, but
not for exporters, says
Mr Huang, and the recall
of Pan Pharmaceuticals
products was disastrous
for the image of Austral-
ian health food exports.

“It nearly killed our
company,” he said. “Be-
fore, consumers trusted
us and Australian prod-
ucts.”

“We've got to rebuild
the reputation of Aus-
tralian health food.”

The company exports
to Taiwan, New Zealand
and Singapore, and is

anticipating sviling i
markets closer o feis
10 MAY Sl Gl Ty
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According o M
Huang, Spirulina bas
been tarmed comme:-
clalby tor about s
vears and noted thaon
athwer markets -0 as
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happy w pay an Tewara
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health”

Spinuling 15 an edibie
cyanobacteria ithe com-
mon naine of this <tass o
organism, ‘blue-green al-
gae’, dates back 1o tunes
it was thought to be ai-
gae),

It has been eaten ro:
centuries in Alrica anu
South America.

fur Dottty

Mr Huang savs theie
was only two lovation=
the countrv thao e
would consider 7s it
for growanyg b nuwiln
tious algae, buny Lar-
win's rural arcua
Cairns.
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Mr Huang oprtea tor
Berry Springs for inve
quality or the wase
which he said s sisenitig,
lor production, the con-
tnuous sunshine b tw
Drv, and the lack of pol-
lution frem industrialisa-
tion.Christopher
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